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Cycling & Pedestrianization
in Egypt:

Overview of our youth-led environmental
activism

Ahmed EI-Dorghamy
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- ,J What do we do?
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* Qutreach activities:
— Exposing youth initiatives for Sustainable Transport.
— Sustainable mobility campaigns & education.
— Media penetration.

* Research activities:
— Research and surveys.
— Monitoring progress of the cycling community
— Guiding the outreach network.






Timeline

March 2006, Cairo Cycler’s Club established, first event “Cross the
Bridge”.

3 months after in Alexandria, first group established in Alexandria,
spin-offs also succeed and grow, and the first rental-on-site model
established — great success in impact, challenging finances.

May 2008 Korba Festival: first success in lobbying to close a street for
pedestrians (phased-out later in the year)

2008 GBI Egypt formeahd succeeds in the first civil society event
abroad: cycling 720km from Dusseldorf to Newberry, later becomes
a registered NGO.

Jan’25™" 2010 Revolution and after: Cyclists organize to promote
helmets at ground-zero, groups mobilize for charity, cyclists later used in
political campaigns.

July 2011 “Kefaya Za7ma Campaign” Launched assessing progress
and establishing partnerships.

Today: Many groups nucleating, media coverage spreads, private sector
recognizes opportunities and supports. Online memberships today
exceeding 25,000 and counting.
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small auditorium ( muli purpose)

BUS STATION

HELIOPOLIS GARDEN PROPOSAL 1

PORTABLE STAGE FOR EVENTS

SHADING UNITS
ENTRANCE SHOT

Credit: Ahmed Sameh



Amount of cars per 100 inhabitants

Cairo

Port Said
Suez
Alexandria
Damietta
Dakahlia
Sharkia
Gharbia
Qaliubiyya
10 Kafr-El-Sheikh
1 Menufia
12 Behera

13 Ismailia
14 Giza

\<\—,/ 15 Beni Suef
. 16 Fayoum
(

1
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17 Minia

18 Assiut

19 Suhag

20 Qena

21 Aswan

22 Luxor

23 Red Sea
24 El-Wadi EI-Gedid
25 Matruh

26 North Sinai
27 South Sinai

Credit: Eric Puttrowait, Nader Rateb, M. El Ashy, A. Zakaria



r 5km W effects of a daily commute of 10 kilometers by car or bus
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assumptions: car fuel consumption: 5.6 liters per 100km; 0.145kg COF per km

bus fuel consumption: 25 fiters per 100km; 0.07kg COP per km per person
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| 156 000 new cars in Cairoeach | |
I year demand parking spaceas | |
I much as the capacity of: [

6th of October Bridge
1 Ox full lenght

| 13000 new cars in Calrn each month:

1117 000m”

[

[

: = 2x the big pyramid
l + the sphinx




: 3000 new cars in Cairo each week:
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FB Groups

Building critical mass: Approaching 30,000 memberships

Members

FB Cycling Group Pages



Global Biking Initiative e.V.

wa cycla for charity



“Kefaya Za7ma!” Survey

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KEFAYA-ZA7MA

Implemented by: Supporting Partners:
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Approx. 50 Questions
(demographics, socio-economic info, travel behavior, &
preferences, use of internet & social media, awareness, etc)
Launched: Oct 1st

Status: 220+ complete responses (520 partial) & counting till 5000...
Due to close by: Dec.15"
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GBI Eg_}ipt Team
I

Global Biking Initiative
)We Cycle for Charity(

History

GBI 2008 from Dusseldorf to Newbery
GBI 2009 from Milan to Dusseldorf

GBI 2010 from Prague to Dusseldorf
GBI 2011 from Amsterdam to Dusseldorf
GBI 2012 from Oslo to Dusseldorf

Global Biking Initiative e.V.

wa cycla for charity

GBI Egypt Vision

- Cycling as a Way of Life
- Share the Beauty of our Culture
- Making a Personal Difference
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What does HarassMap do?

Community outreach program

Safe areas
Reporting system, online map, and referral to
NGO services for victims j&ff'
Public campaign O )M

Cooperation



Other supporting partners




“Kefaya Za7ma!” Survey Background

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KEFAYA-ZA7MA

Implemented by: Supporting Partners:
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~50 Questions

(demographics, socio-economic profiles, travel behavior,
preferences and attitude, use of internet & social media,
awareness, etc)

Launched: Oct 1st

Status: 220+ complete responses (520 partial) & counting till
5000...

Respondents pooled in a FB group for follow-up.



Cycling for change

a bicycle friendly city?

Thers are many challenges in plamning for
sustainable mobdity in Cairo. Road guality
while wehicle numbers are
steadily increasing at am annual rate of 4.6%

{IOSC 2007). The chalienges invalve managmg B
traffic congestion, addrezzing lecal and regicna
air pollutics, and mitigating greenhouse gaz
emissions, ameng mamy  other secondary
impacts on environment, on public health and
the econcmy. Thers is an ever-grawing pressure
to rescrt to altemative modes of transport.
A convenient option for the case of Cairo is
N R *

areas. Promating cycling 3z an apticnal mode of
transport can bring a synergy of pasitive social,
asconcmic, and snvironmental impacts as proven
in many other cithes arcund the world.

According to the First National Communication
of Egypt on Chmate Change (1999), the
transportation sector in Egypt accounts far 34%




We need to gather forces and make more noise!
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We need to bmld the critical mass




Early sample of indicators taking shape
with focus on Female Respondents (FR)

42% of FR suffer some level of disapproval from parents,
friends, peers, etc, for cultural reasons, vs. 22% for MRs.

74% FRs do not own a bike while MRs, 24%.

“Exercise” is the highest motivator for both MR & FR
among all benefits/motivators of cycling.

56% of FRs are completely not cycling due to being
bothered in the street (& most of the rest are at least
“discouraged”)

Common discouragement: Roads & Infrastructure,
showering facilities at destination, weather.



F:

“Running all errands on a bike is dr'eam for

me, but realistically it's hard and it's even
getting harder .... On another point, I'm only

allowed to go cycling in a |C(f‘g€ group of

friends that includes a melly member
yet we still feel unsafe at times.”



Some encouraging final comments
from our respondents...



"Good luck in your mission.
It can be done! Thanks
for a fantastic

initiativel™”



M:

"I am interested :) Contact
me at

Gamal.sadek@bey2ollak.co
m We can co-operate :)"
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a bicycle friendly city?

Thers are many challenges in plamning for
sustainable mobdity in Cairo. Road guality
is detariorating while wehicle numbers are
steadily increasing at am annual rate of 4.6%
{IOSC 2007). The chalienges invalve manzging
traffic congestion, addrezzing lecal and regicna
air pollutics, and mitigating greenhouse gaz
emissions, ameng mamy  other secondary
impacts on environment, on public health and
the econcmy. Thers is an ever-grawing pressure
to rescrt to altemative modes of transport.
A convenient option for the case of Cairo is

N R *

areas. Promating cycling 3z an apticnal mode of
transport can bring a synergy of pasitive social,
asconcmic, and snvironmental impacts as proven
in many other cithes arcund the world.

According to the First National Communication
of Egypt on Chmate Change (1999), the
transportation sector in Egypt accounts far 34%

o conservative
te car owners (1.16 milion
‘one round trip per day,

Thank you!



Further
Information

Contact:
| "||3reenArm@nahdetmasr.org
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Follow:
FB Page:Nahdet El Mahrousa’s Green Arm
Check:www.greenarm.org

Haven'’t taken the survey yet?

Go to: www.surveymonkey.com/s/KEFAYA-ZA7TMA



