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Human survival and wellbeing depend upon biodiversity and healthy 
ecosystems, and the goods and services they provide. Yet, in recent 
decades, the world has experienced unprecedented biodiversity loss 
and ecosystem degradation, undermining the very foundations of life on 
Earth. Rapid demographic changes, over-consumption, and the use of 
technologies that damage the environment, now combined with climate 
change, are pushing our planet to its limits. Severe shortages of food, water 
and energy are predicted as human pressures on the planet’s climatic, 
geophysical, atmospheric and ecological processes, approaching a level at 
which abrupt global environmental change is likely to occur. 
Scientists believe we are beginning to transgress the planetary boundaries 
within which societies have been sustained for the past 10,000 years. 
According to a recent WWF study, current extinction rates are estimated 
to be between 1,000 and 10,000 times higher than the natural extinction 
rate. Optimistic studies claim an annual species loss between 0.01 and 
0.1 percent which translate from 200 to 2,000 species extinctions every 
year. Since all living organisms are part of an integrated and interdependent 
web; and each species has its own role, a malfunction or loss of any part 
of the ecosystem can cause an imbalance that affects all other parts. In 
other words, reduced biodiversity is strongly affected by and strongly affects 
human wellbeing. 
In response to these concerns, governments negotiated the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (CBD) with its main objectives to conserve 
biodiversity, ensure fair and equitable sharing of its benefits and promote 

it as a cornerstone towards achieving sustainable development. In late 
2018, world leaders will meet for the 14th Conference of the Parties to the 
Biodiversity Convention (Biodiversity COP’14), taking place in Egypt for the 
first time in its history. This is a great opportunity to raise awareness about 
biodiversity among the population and the communities within the region, 
thus contributing to the fulfillment of the CBD objectives.
At the intersection of four biogeographical regions – Irano-Turanian, 
Mediterranean, Saharo-Sindian and Afrotropical – and bounded on the north 
and east by two largely enclosed seas, the Mediterranean Sea and the Red 
Sea, Egypt is homeland to a high variety of species: Around 2075 species of 
plants, 470 of birds, 93 of mammals, 1700 of sea creatures, 106 of Reptiles 
and Amphibians as well as a countless number of insect species are spread 
over the Nile Delta, the Nile Valley, two deserts and the coastal regions, not 
to mention fish and bird immigration paths. With limited awareness of wildlife 
conservation, threats to biodiversity due to human behavior are rising. They 
include excessive hunting, clear-cutting and deforestation as well as habitat 
destruction and pollution of all types, mostly for developmental purposes. 
The abundance in species is likely to decline in the coming years if biodiversity 
and ecosystem management is not integrated into development planning 
and industrial activities.
The 47th Cairo Climate Talks will bring together academics, policy makers, 
NGOs, and private sector representatives to discuss how Egyptian 
biodiversity can be ensured, wildlife protected and natural habitats sustained 
to preserve a resourceful future for current and coming generations.


