
May 31st, 2016 at 6:30pm
The German Science Center (DWZ), 11 Al Saleh Ayoub Street, Zamalek

Have the pleasure to invite you to the 40th Cairo Climate Talks (CCT) Panel Discussion

On December 12th, following two weeks of intense global climate 
negotiations, representatives of 195 nations reached the historical 
Paris Agreement. It paves the way for an increasingly sustainable 
future by reducing global CO2 emissions and limiting temperature 
rise to ‘well below’ 2 degrees Celsius by 2100 through a legally-
binding agreement for all countries. The Paris Agreement delineates 
the future of greenhouse gas emissions mitigation, adaptation and 
finance starting in 2020 and has been officially signed by 177 nations 
thus far.
Historically, Africa is the continent which has contributed the least 
to atmospheric pollution, and it continues to be responsible for the 
least global emissions (estimated at 4%). Despite how little they 
contributed to anthropogenic emissions, Egypt and the rest of the 

continent are highly vulnerable to the impacts of long term climate 
variability and extreme weather events. Reduced water availability, 
changing rain patterns, sea level rise, desertification and frequent 
heatwaves are dire challenges Africa and Egypt already grapple with, 
and which seriousness is bound to increase in the near future. 
So what are the main outcomes of the Paris agreement for Egypt and 
for the African continent? What are the priorities in terms of mitigation, 
adaptation and climate finance until 2020 and beyond? How is the 
continent preparing for this massive sustainable development plan? 
Our panel of experts from Germany and Egypt will give us their informed 
opinions about the steps being taken by policy makers, NGOs and 
governments to embark on this exciting and unavoidable stage if the 
world is set on limiting rising temperatures and safeguarding life.

Panelists:
Dr. Sybille Röhrkasten

Project Coordinator Global Energy Transition/Transformation of Energy Systems-
Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies (IASS), Potsdam

Mariam Allam
National Coordinator of the Arab Youth Climate Movement (AYCM), focal point of the Afri-
can Youth Initiative on Climate Change (AYICC) and the Egyptian Civil Society representa-

tive at the UNFCCC National government delegation meeting for COP20 and COP21.

Mohamed Khalil
Counsellor, Head of Environment and Sustainable Development Affairs-Department of 

Multilateral Economic Relations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Dr. Lena Donat
Fellow at Ecologic Institute, member of the Ecologic Legal team, specializes in interna-

tional environmental law and with a particular focus on climate change

A buffet reception will close the evening

The discussion will be opened by

H.E. Julius Georg Luy
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany in Cairo

H.E. Dr. Khaled Fahmy 
Minister of Environment (TBC)

“Putting the Paris Agreement into Effect: 
Climate Change Action in Africa”

The Embassy of the Federal 
Republic of Germany in Cairo

Ministry of Environment of 
the Arab Republic of Egypt

Moderator: Louise Sarant, Cairo Climate Talks Coordinator 


