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Identifying climate change threats to cultural heritage is becoming 
more urgent by the day. Different climate phenomena are proving to be 
extremely dangerous to heritage sites across the globe. Rising sea levels 
are threatening ancient monuments near water surfaces, which constitute 
a major portion of the world heritage sites. Extreme weather events are 
also causing a huge threat, providing an environment where termites and 
other organisms can destroy ancient wooden artifacts. Buildings and sites 
which have been designed to withstand specific weather patterns may 
cease to exist. In 2016, UNESCO and the Union of Concerned Scientists 
published a report of heritage sites which are already being affected 
by climate change. Said report showed that sites all over the world are 
already threatened, and that more threats are yet to come.
The importance of cultural heritage stems not only from its economic 
significance, but also from its role as a roadmap to modern life. It is a key 
to understanding history, identities and recently a key to understanding 
climate change. According to the UNESCO, world heritage sites serve 
as climate change observatories. Not only do they harbor information 
about changes in climate and weather patterns, they also include 
traditional knowledge that can support adaptation and resilience in local 
communities. Moreover, tourism is a massive job provider and GDP 
contributor worldwide. The industry is naturally reliant on world heritage 

sites, decline in world heritage sites will cause a decline in number and 
quality of jobs, as well as a lot of harm to many economies.
In Ancient Egypt, naturally occurring climate change played a major 
role in the relocation of people. Studies show that the settlement on 
the Nile banks was a rather recent phenomenon. The trigger was the 
drastic changes in climate and the drying of the desert which made 
settlers of inland territories move. This explains many monuments and 
sights discovered in the desert. Today, climate change and unsustainable 
practices are endangering Egypt’s cultural heritage. In the recent floods 
in the city of Alexandria, many of its buildings in the Roman style were 
hit by the floods and have been damaged beyond repair. In addition, 
air pollution is causing the deterioration and erosion of many heritage 
buildings. Protecting cultural heritage sites proves to be both extremely 
difficult and extremely important. Reducing unsustainable practices as 
well as immediate intervention are necessary for maintaining heritage, its 
cultural knowledge and its economic return.
The 52nd Cairo Climate Talks will bring together experts from research 
institutions, government, private sector and civil society to explore climate 
change and cultural heritage affect each other. Experts will also discuss 
the different mitigation and adaptation measures needed to protect 
heritage sites, as well as intervention methods.
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